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BIOGRAPHICAL DATA 

CAPTAIN MICHAEL JOHN ESTOCIN, UNITED STATES NAVY 
Born in Turtle Creek, Pa. 

27 APR 1931 
1954 Graduated, State Teachers College, Slippery Rock, Pa. 

Enlisted USNR 
12 JUN 1954 
28 SEP 1955 
26 APR 1967 
10 NOV 1977 

Commissioned Ensign Missing in Action Presumed Killed in Action 

SHIPS AND STATIONS 

NAS Cha~e Field, Beeville, Texas 
Attack Squadron 56 

Attack Squadron 126 

Attack Squadron 125 

Fleet Anti-air Warfare Training Center, San Diego, Calif. 
USS RANGER (CVA-61) 
Attack Squadron 125 

Attack Squadron 192 embarked in USS TICONDEROGA (CVA-14) 

FROM 

28 SEP 55 

16 MAR 56 

1 DEC 59 

26 SEP 61 

1 JAN 63 

9 APR 63 

11 JUN 65 

3 DEC 65 
MEDALS AND A\'vARDS 

TO 

16 MAR 56 

30 NOV 59 

22 SEP 61 

31 DEC 62 

9 APR 63 

10 JUN 65 

30 NOV 65 

26 APR 67 

Navy unit Commendation awarded USS TICONDEROGA for the period 
28 October 1966 to 21 May 1967 Vietnam Service Medal (with three bronze stars) Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit Citation (Gallantry Cross 

with Palm) 
Republic of Vietnam Campaign Ribbon National Defense Service Medal 

NEXT OF InN 
Wife: Mrs. Quay M. Estocin of La Jolla, Calif. 
Children: 

Kathryn A. Estocin, Mary J. Estocin, Susan M. Estocin, 

La Jolla, Calif 
" 
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. Sisters: 

r ,_, . ~.. ". ~~ 

Mrs. Florence (Estocin) Smith, Turtle Creek, Pa. 
Mrs. Margaret Ann (Estocin) Sarsfield, Fairfax, va. 
Mrs. Joan (Estocin) Bastos, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Brothers: 
Mr. James Estocin, Longwood, Fla. 
Mr. John Estocin, Turtle Creek, Pa. 
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13 HflR: Completed 29 consecutive days of combat oper&tions. 

17 !!i'.R 
TO 
26 HIlR: In port, Subic Bay, Republic of the Philippines. 

~9 liAR: Cormnenced fourth line period in combat zone. 

::.FR: A4c aircraft from VL-195 suffered dam&ge from enemy fire 
over North Vietnam and caught fire. The pilot, CDR C. E. 
Hi~THA!L~Y, ejected safely over water ::end i'ms rescued by helo. 

12 APR: A4.E aircraft from VA-192 sustained damage from enemy fire ",hile 
on s strike night ov:,,- North Vietnam. On return to the ship, 
the engine nam2d out ,:,,',d the pilot, LCDR G. "I. SHATTUCK, 
ejected safely 2nd w~', !'ecovered by helo. 

23 J,.PR: CDR C. E. llilTHA,In, CC of Vil-195 cempleted his 300th combat 
mission in Gupport of U. S~ Operations in Southeast Asia. 
A record for Naval Aviators. 

25 APR: 114.E frem Vll-l92 suffered severe damage when struck by enemy 
fire over North Vietnam. The pilet, LCDR F. J. ilLHBERG 
managed to maintain control of the aircraft until over the 
1-rater. He ejected and icas rescued by hele. 

26 1IPR,'A4.E aircrC'.ft fror.l VA-l92 d01,'11ed by SAN over ~Torth Vietnam. 
The aircraft entered clouds ufter pilot reported he was hit. 
The pilot, LCDR H. J. ESTOCIN is presently listed as captured. 
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: i \ 26 APR: A4.E aircruft from Yil-12.2.,JeCeived heavy darnape by anti-aircraft ' 
fire ovnr No:th Vietnam~ 'T'it~~~ ~h~ ai~craft ~~cm:e unc?~trolLable I 
the pilJt, L.~JG J .. . 'fT. C.:.,I: .. , 8J2CLrea. SD..L21y .. _ 1:0 1, need III the I 

],loutn of Haiphong Harbor and was rescued by a Navy helo while \ 
under intense enemy fire"~"!"J " 

27 APR: Completed 30 consecutive days of combat operations. 

29 APR 
TO 

1 N:,Y: In port, Subic Bay, Republic of the Phili:opines. 

41t\Y 
TO 
8 HAY: In port, Hong Kong, B. C, C. 

13 l'IAY 
TO 
18 i'US: in Port, Yokosuka, Japan. 

GROup-4 
Downgraded at 3-year intervals; 

Declassified after 12 years 2 
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NARRATIVE 

For Air vJing NINETEEN, 1967 began with their return to Yankee 

station to commence combat operations for the second time during 

this WESTPAC deployment. 

During this period, the weather was extremely poor precluding 

any major strikes. The Air Hing concentrated on coastal and armed 

racce flights over North Vietnam and provided support for allied 

units in. _the northern section of South Vietnam. 

On 5 JAN an A4 Slwhm,rk piloted by LCDR Richard A. STRATTON, suffered 

damage on pull-out from a rocket attack over North Vietnam. Tne 

pilot ejected from the stricken aircraft and was taken prisoner. 

The next day, LCDTI R. D. HULLEN flying a Crusader, was downed by 

enemy defenses and was also captured. LTJG M •. _E. llAnSEN was lost 

when his AJJI Skyraider stalled on In.nding aporoach to the ship and 

crashed into the sea. 

The Tico Team left the line on 4 FEIl after conlpleting 2,881 COffi-

bat sorties in 32 days. 

After a six day period in Subic Bay, P. 1., the TICO::IDEROGA re-

turned to Yankee Station on 15 February. Bad weather still hampered 

operations but Air VTing NINETEEN pilots took advantage of every break 

in the ,mather to hammer a1-lay at communist supply lines. On one such 

strike, CDR E.- ~I. HOORE, flying an A4 Skyhmrk, ,ms forced to eject 

over North Vietnam when his aircraft was hit by two surface-to-air miss-

iles. CDR MOORE was soen to land safely and is listed as captured. 

GROUP-4 
Downgraded at 3-ye&r interyals; 

Declassified after 12 years. 
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LT R. L. lViILLER, was lost at 

during a turn in dense haze. His F8 Crusader ,ras last seen in a steep 

dive and it crashed into the sea. 

Upon completion of this 29 day line period, the Air ~Jing NINETEEN 

Tigers had amassed a total of 2,961 combat sorties when they departed 

for Subic Bay, P. 1., on 15 }!arch. 

The TICONDEROGA sailed from Subic after 8 days of Lpkeep and maximum 

liberty. The Tico Tiger Team arrived on Yankee Station on 29 11arch 

and maximum effort was put forth for the weather over North Vietnam 

had cleared. This b:r-eak in the weather enabled Air Hing NINETEEN 

pilots to strike heavy blO1'1S to the lucrative targets in the Hanoi 

and Haiphong areas. Du7ing this operating period, which lasted 30 

days, they conducted 3,150 sorties against the communist forces. 

Their. targets included the Van Diem Vehicle Depot in Hanoi, the 

Haiphong Power Plants and the Haiphong Cement Plant, Also struck 

1ms the Haiphong Petroleum Fecillty. 

Hany Herolc deeds were performed during this final line period. 

A few which deserve mention are descrlbed belo". 

CDR C. E. HATHAlrrAY, CO of VA-195 became the first Navy Pilot to 

completo 3eo missions in Southeast £lsia. 

LCDR C. E. BARNETT took a hit in the cockpit area of his A4 Sky-

ha<rk and although severly injured in the 18gs, managed to land his 

aircraft safely on the USS I!;cNCOCK. 

LTJG J. vI. CAIN lost control of his A)+ Skyhawk after it sustained I z .~'.' 
extensive damage from enemy anti-aircraft fire. l"orced to eject, he 

GROUP-4 
Do,mgraded at 3-year intervals; 

Declassified after 12 years. 2 



CONFIDENTIAL 

landed in the water in the mouth of Haiphong Harbor and was immediately 

taken under small anns fire. After spending 20 minutes in the Hater 

he was rescued by a Navy Helo. They received intense mortar and anti-

aircraft fire. THo surface-to-air missiles Here fired by the enemy 

Dut missedo 

On 20 April and again 26 April, LCDR M. J. ESTOCIN1s heroic per-

formance prompted a recommendation that he be mvarded the Congressional 

l'-"Iedal of Honor\!' 

The proposed citation reads as follo>Ts: 

IT For conspicuous gallantry and intr,,,~)icli ty at the riok of his m!il life, above and beyond the c211 of duty, while participating :LI1 aerial cObbat flight as a pilot of a light ,jet attack aircraft attached to and serving Hith Attack Squadron ONE NINE Tim in USS TICOImSIWGA (CVA-14). On 20 April 1967, Lieutenant Commander ESTOCnr lead a tb..ree plane group of Anti-Surface-to-Air Hissile equipped aircraft in support of a coordinated strike by Attack Carrier Air TrJings from USS TICONDEROGA and USS KITTY Hli.l.'JI( against two important Thermal Pm·.Jer Plants in qaiphong, North Vietnam. Lieutenant Comr,mnder ESTOCnr provided continuous warning to the Strike Group Leaders of the Surface-to-;lir Nissile thre<O.ts, and personally neutralized three Surface-to-1l.ir Hissile Sites. After evading several Surface-to-ilir Nissiles, his aircraft "TaS heayily damaged by an exploding roissilG. Realizing the necessit,"'- for providing 3lillIKE support for the strike group approaching the target, despite full krro"ledge of the serious clamar;;e to his aircraft and Hith complete iisreeard for his own personal safety, he reentered the target area 1nd relentlessly prosecuted a SHRIKE attack in the face of intense ,mti-aircrclt fire. No further emissions from this site 1vere de-tected folIc-wing his attack. 'Jith less then five minutes fuel re-naining Lieutenant COTIlJiiander ESTOCIN departed the target a2"'20. and :or,mrenced inflight refueling, Hhich continued for oyer 100 miles to rICot.IDEROGA. Further evidence of his intreridity in dire peril Has leClonstr!'.ted \-Ihen on the final approach, three miles aft of the ship, Ie disenga"ed fro", the tanker, extended the landing gear by emercency leans, and executed a precise approach 1,iith not enough fuel for a lecond approach.. Upon landinG his aircraft burst into flame s" T~'Ii th 'he imminent danger of exolosion from fuel and 20MM 8lTlJ1luni tion, lieutenant Comruander ESTOCIN secured the engine and vacated the aircraft :Lthout assistllllce o On 26 Lpril 1967, Lieutenant Commander ESTOCIN ed a tHD plane SHRIKE group in support of a coordinated strike gainst the vi tal POL facilities in Haiphong, North Vietnam. Pre-eding the strike Grou:? into the tarGet area, he cormnenced a missile ttack on a thrsatenine S:J1 site. During the at 
GROUP-4 

owngraded at 3-year intervals; 
Declassified after 12 years. 3 



seriously da,llaged by an exploding SillY!. He then launched his re­
maining SHRIKE missiles from his burning aircraft. Despite his 
courageous efforts to reach the safety of the sea, the aircraft went 
out of control and was last scen entering an undercast cloud layer 
over North Vietnam. Lieutenant Commander ESTOCHJls conspicuous gallantry, 
dedicated leadership and intrepidity in the face of the gravest per-
sonal danger ensured successful completion of these major strike 
efforts against the enemy. His heroism reflects the highest credit 
upon the United States Naval Service." 

When the TICONDEROGA left the line on 27 April she completed combat 

operations for the cruise that hac! begun in October 1966. During the 

four periods they served on Yanlcec Station, Air T,'Jing NINETEEN pilots 

has completed a record 11,672 combat sorties. 

In recognition of their accomplismnents in achieving this record 

and for individual C)erformance on numerous occasions, these men W(lJ'e 

a'irarcled a total of: 3 Silver Stars, 1 Legion of Merit, 14 Disting-

uished Flying Crosses, 1 Bronze Star, 578 Air Medals (['42 Gold Stars 

and 77 Silver Stars in lieu of previous medals), 46 Navy Commendation· 

Nedals (with Combat "V"), 3 Purpl"" Hearts and 3 NairJ Achievement 11O<tals. 

The Republic of Vietnmn presented the following awards: 4 Navy Dis-

tinguished SerVice Orders Second Class, 19 Gallantry Crosses and 9 

Air Gallantry Hedals with Bronze T,lings. In addition, 32 pilots com:, 

plated over 200 combat missions. 

After short in-port periods in Hons Kong, B. C. C. and Yokosuka, 

Japan the TICONDEROGA departed the 'Iiestern Pacific crea on 19 Nay 

1967. Air Hine NINETEEN arrived at its home station, lIt,S Lomoore, Calif., 

on 29 Nay accompanied by VA's 192 and 195. VF-191 and VF-194 returned 

to NAS Miram1lr, California. and VA-52 "to lIt;S hLfll',EDA, California' •. JIll 

·Air ';Iing DetaChments ··reported to their parent squadrons. 

After a 30 day leave periol', Air Hing NINETEEN be "an and extensive 

training period in order to maintain its' combat effectiveness. 

GROUP-4 
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CD1'fF!17i~KN'l'I!,L 

On 1 July, CDR Phillip R. CRAVEN relieved CAPT BILLY PHILLIPS as 

Commander Attack Carrier Air Hing NINETEEN. Also on this date VA-52 

was detachGd from the Air vJing and VA-23 was ,·relcomed aboard. 

VA-192 became the first opere.tional squadron to receive the new 

j,LF Skyhawks when the oircraft arrived on 6 July. Shortly afterward, 

VA-23 also received a full cOll1plement of the new' aircraft. 

The NavylCommendation Nedal "Tas awarded to the U8S TICONDEROGA 

and Air lding NTI'lETEEN on 13 July 1967. 

From 3 September to 16 September, the Air Wing ,vas deployed to 

fICAS Yuma, Arizona for intensive training all as?ects of conventional 

and nuelear ordnance delivery. The fighter squadrons performed ex-

tensive air-to-air gunnery and missile training. 

The Hing worked a short carrier qualification period aboard 

TICONDEll.OGA on the 20th and 21st of SEPT. On the first day, CDR P. R. 

CRflVEN made t11e first operational landing in one of the new ALF Skyhawks. 

During the periods 7 NDvember to 17 November illld 28 November to 

4 December tie TICO Tiger te~" continued its' training in carrier 

qualifications, build-~0 landings and cyclic operations. Included 

in the latter period were operation Blue Lotus and the Operational 

Readiness Exercise. Upon com;)letion of these exercises the Air Hing 

squadrons finished their proparations for the upcoming deployment. 

CDR P. R. CRAVEN received word of his :)romotion to CAPTAIN, USN 

with a date of rank of 1 DGcember 1967. The promotion makes him the 

only operational commander of this rank in a combat status. 

The TICONDEROGA, ,lith ldr 'iling NINETESN embarked, departed San 

Diego on 28 Decmaber for its' fourth combat cruise in Southeast Asia. 

GROUP-4 
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DeClassified after 12 years. .... 


