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FIGHTING SQUADRON ONE HUNDRED FIFTY-THREE 
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y 

c/o Fleet Post OffiCe, 
New York, N. Y. 
29 November 1945. serial: 020 

CON FIB E N J I * ~ 
To 

Subject: 

The Commanding Officer. 
Aviation History Unit, OF 03 SB. 

'\jar History of 26 March through 2 September 1945, 
Submission of. 

References: (a) r;Ianue.l for Historical Officers, HavAer 00-25~1-26. 
(b) Aviation C/L f 101-45 dated 11 Sept~aber 1945. 
(c) ALUt..t"'ITT' ~~ 70. 

Enclosure: (A) Squadron picture. 

A. Chronology, 

1. Date of Comrnissioning 26 March 1945 at U.S. NAS, Atlantic C~,ty, 
Nevi Jersey. 

2. Officers in Command: 

COL'li'!lB.nding Officer - Lt. COiildr. 'KennethP. HIU'JCE, usn. 78991. 

]!;xecutive Officer - Lieut. George Yf. 1IcFETRIDGE, USN. 123431. 

3. On 1 June the squadron shifted bases fram U.S. NAS, Atlantic 

City, Dew Jersey, to U.So 17MS, Oceana, Virginia, in compliance with ComFe.ir 

Quonsets Confidential dispatch 181711 of 18 May 1945 .. 

4. Changes in function - None. 

5. Actions in which engaged, Hone to 2 September 1945. y:--
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B. Narrative. 

VF-153 was organized as a CV Fighter Squadron and formed a part of Air Group 

153. Trs.ining and operation of the unit was under CorJlFair (~uonsetf s Secret 

Operation Plan 2-43" the training syllabus prescribed by ComFair Quonset" and 

pertinent sections of Fleet Air Conunand" '::).uonset pt. Instructions of January 

1945. 

The inadequate number of planes assigned at the time of commissioning and the 

slmv receipt of additional planes" plus the late arrival of s. great number of 

the officers" handicapped the operations and organization of the squadron for 

a considerable length of time. 

Durinc: the period this squadron was based at NAS" Atlantic City" 26 March to 

1 June 1945 and at HMS" Oceana" Virginia" 2 June to 2 September 1945. (Ref-

erence for latter date - Aviation clL 'if 101-45)" the pilots flew a total of' 

9400 day hours and 878 night hours. A total of 8180 practice bombs were ex-

pended :wi th an average error of 96 feet. A total of 4181 rockets were expended 

at dive angles varying from 20 degrees to 60 degrees with an overall 29/~ hits 

within 10 mils. A total of 246,,200 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition was ex-

pended with a squadron average of lG'fo hits. 
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The instrument course offered by VF-97 instructors was in general very good. 

Forty (40) VF-153 pilots completed their instrument training in SNJts at 

Atlantic City. A total of 358.5 hours Was flovm. 

At Oceana the Air Group was entirely together for the first time and training 

as squadrons and as a group v;-as beglll1. 

The first month had been set aside by the air group commander for completion 

of the squadron phase of the syllabus including carrier qualifications. 

Day and nigh-t; carrier c~ualifications were started in Jlll1e aboard the U.S.S. 

C.EL;'L.'WER and completed in approximately two (2) weeks. The normal number of 

accidents accompanied this part of the training but none resulted in fatalities 

to personnel. 

The squadron continued. its normal training through the first week of July and 

then started group work. Coordinated strikes were made on land and sea targets 

with noticeably fine results. 

Later the squadron participe,ted in Air Support Traininf; at Nl\...\F ~ Ayer., lJIass 0., 

and NAJ\S~ Oceana~ Va. The pilots averaged 20 hours flying in coordinated air 

support attacks and 18 hours of ground training under the supervision of lJaVlJ, 

Army and ],Carine personnel at .A:yer and Oceana. This training was well handled 
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and fine results were obtained. 

The squadron took part in several parades over the city of Norfolk and was 

congratulated for good form and precision flying. Foll~wing the completion 

of the squadron syllabus the squadron continued advanced training, emphasizing 

instrlli~ents in type. 

';'ji th all its traininG completed the squadron was well prepared for any assign-

ment in the Combat Areas. Due to the abrupt cessation of hostilities, VF-153 

remained untried in combat but confident that it could tackle any mission 

assigned to it. 

C. Appendices. 

Commanding Officer - Lt. Comdr. Kenneth P. Hill'TCE, USN. 78991. 

Home Tovm - Tampa, Fla. 

Lt. Comdr. Hance was designated Eaval Aviator in July 1938 at HAS, Pensacola, 

Fla. Eis first duty- was in VS-3 of the Saratoga Group. Lt. Comdr. Hance 

remained in this group until november 1940 at which time he vms transferred to 

li;AS, t:ia.rrri, Fla. for instructor duty. In September 1942 he left IJIiarni, Fla. 

for Seattle, Yfash. to assume duties as Executive Officer of VGS-23 (later re-

designated as VC-19). In July 1943 VC-19 was transferred to Co~~irLant for 

duty-. Lt. Comdr. Hance assumed command of VC-19 in January 1944 and remained 
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with this group until March 1945 when he formed and com;nissioned VF-153. 

Lt. Comdr. Hance vms 9.warded the Distinguished FlyinE; Cross for leading a four 

(4) plane attack group from the U.S.S. BOGUE which successfully stffik a German 

Submarine. He was a:i'[ardeo. the Presidential Unit Citation while a member of a 

Task Force which was composed of the U.S.S. BOGUE and accompanying destroyers. 

He holds the fonO"\'~i:n~: decorations 8.no. cfl.mp8.i2:n ribbons: DistinGuished Flying; 

Cross~ Presidential Unit Citation l American Defense l Atlantic Theatre (1 battle 

star) ~ European-African (1 star) ~ Viorld 11ar II Victory and Expert Pistol. 

E::ecutive OfficGr - Lt. Co,r!.dr. George ·'if. lEcFETRIDGE~ usn. 123431. 

Home Town - Aspinwall~ Fa. 

Graduated .from the Naval Academy and received c0ll111ission as Ensign in December 

1941. He Vias assigned to sea duty aboard the U.S,S. EORl~ET and served aboard 

durin;; shakedovm cruise B.nd subsequest duty in the Pacific until the U.S.S. 

ILOJlJET was sunk in the Battle of Santa Gruz I slands in October 1942. He parti-

capated in the first raid on To10Jo~ Battle of Midway~ Buin - Faise - Tonolai 

Raid~ capture al'ld defense of Guadalcanal~ 8.-'1.d Battle of Santa Cruz Islands. 

After a short period of time at a survivors camp in :Nevr Caledonia~ Lt. Comdr. 

llcFetridge Vias tnmsferred to the U .S.3. ENT,SnP3ISE. 7fnile on board participated 
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in the Guadalcanal (Third Savo) engagement. 

Lt. Comdr. 1.1c}t'etrid[e returned to the United states and Was assigned to new 

construction" the CVL U.S.S. BEL1}~A.U HCOD. After this ship was placed in 

conr:nission he served aboard through the shakedown cruise and the following 

Pacific enga[~ements during 1943: Tarawa Island Raid" ~rake Island :'i.aid and 

Gilbert Island operations. 

Lt. Comdr. lIcFetridge then returned to the United states for flight training. 

Training at lIAS, Dallas and HAS" Pensacola. He received his vrings in NoS'ember 

1944. Ris operational training waS completed at EM, Sanford, 'Fla. and Glenview, 

Ill. 

Lt. Comdr. McFetridge was further assigned to his present duty as Executive 

Officer of Fighting Squadron 153 in April 1945. 

Decorations - .. !\.merican Defense, Atlantic Theatre, Asiatic-Pacific (7 stars)" 

and Presidential Unit Citation (U.S.S. BHTE~1P::nSE)" YJorR:d War II Victory .. 

Ribbon. 

Prior to the demobilization period" FightinC Squadron 153 had many other 

experienced pilots vvho"had distinguished themselves in the Pacific Area. 

Copy to: 

CAG-153 
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From: The Commanding Officer. \ 
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References: (a) Manual for Historical Officers, NavAer 00-25~26. 

A. 

(b) Aviation Circular Letter No. 71-46, OP-519-EMD, Serial: 
102-p-519 of 30 April 1946. 

OHRONOLOGY: 

1. Date of Origin 2 September 1945. 

2. Officers in command. 

(a) Commanding Officer - Oomdr. Kenneth P. Hance USN, 78991, 

in command from date of commissioning, 26 March i945 to 26 

April 1946. Home town - Tampa, Florida. 

(b) Commanding Officer - Lieut.Comdr., Wilson G. Wright USN, 

82365, Commanding from 26 April 1946 through present date. Home 

to~m - Ogden, Utah. 

(c) Executive Officer - Lieut.Comdr. George W. McFetridge USN, 

123431. Home town - Aspinwall, Pennsylvania. 

3. Fighting Squadron One Hundred Fifty-Three assumed ship based status 

in compliance with OomFair~onset's dispatch of 22 April 1946, directing 

the squadron to report aboard the U.S.S. Kearsarge, (OV-33) as part of 

Carrier Air Group One Hundred Fifty-Three. 

4. The squadron aircraft were flown aboard the U.S.S. Kearsarge on 27 

April, and on 3 Mayall squadron gear and personnel were moved aboard 

.. from the U. S.Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Oceana, Virginia. 
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B. NAlUUTIVE: 

From 2 September 1945 to 22 April 1946. Fighting Squadron One Hundred 

Fifty-Three was a carrier based fighting squadron, temporarily based ashore, 

in training at the U. S. Naval Auxiliary Air Station, Oceana, Virginia. The 

squadron operated under ComFair'Olonset's secret operationPla~ 2-43. the 

training syllabus for carrier based fighting squadrons prescribed by ComFair 

~onset. and pertinent sections of Fleet Air Command, Quonset,Point instructions 

of Januexy 1945. 

Demobilization was underway during this period and the squadron went 

through a l~rge turn over in personnel. The pilot complement was cut from 

fourty seven (47) in September to thirty nine (39) at the end of the period, only 

about thirty per cent of whom were members of the original squadron. Three 

enlisted men were transfered~ leaving six (6) on board, and all ground officers 

were detatched. Except for holiday routine observed from 15 December 1945 to 

8 January 1946, routine training flights were conducted throughout the period, 

along with several special flights as f'b11ows: 

On 14 September 1945 thirteen atrcraft were evacuated to the Naval Air 

Stat·ion, Weeksville, North Carolina in antiCipation of a severe Windstorm. 

These aircraft were flown back to the Naval Auxilie,ry Air Station, Oceana, 

Virginia on 18 September. On 22 October aircraft were flown to Albany, New 

York for partiCipation in the Navy Day events, and returned on 28 October 1945. 

A flight of seven (7) planes flew to New Orleans, LOUisiana on 11 January 1946 

for an air support demonstration With the LST-512. Due to inclement weather 

• 
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the flight did not return to base until 18 January. From 26 Janu8.ry to 8 

February five (5) of thes~adron pilots were on a short cruise aboard the 
) 

U.S.S. RANDOLPH, cooperating in the training of flight deck crews. On 
. 

February 25th, 26th, and 27th the squadron worked With the U.S.S. S~mRNO 

BAY. making 94 carrier 18.ndings and qualifying twenty-one (21) pilots, With no 

mishaps to either pilots or planes. Twelve (12) aircraft were flown to Salisbury, 

Ma1'j"land on 4 April to participate in the dedication of a new airport there. 

Carrier queJ.if1c8,;t10ns were again cond.ucted on 17 April With the U.S.S. TARAWA 

and sixty six (66) carrier landings were made. 

Information was received that the squadron would go abOard the U.S.S. 

K.E.AB.SARGE (CV-33) in May, so on 1 l'flB.rch many of the pilots journeyed to New 

York City for the ship's commissioning. A number of squadron Aircraft were 

also- flown to New York to participate in an aerial parade over the ship, but 

inclement weather kept the aircraft grounded during the ceremonies and they were 

returned to the Naval Auxiliary Air Sta.tion, Oceana, Virginia on 3 March 1946. 

On 26 April 1946, at the Naval Auxiliary Air Sta.tion, Oceana, Virginia, a 

change of command ceremony and.inspection was held, when Lieut.Comdr., Wilson 

G. Wright reli'eved Comdr •• Kenneth P. Hance as the squadron commander. 

From 22 April to 3 May 1946 Fighting Squadron One Hundred Fifty-Three 

was m!L~ng preparations for going aboard ship. Carrier qualifications were 

- conducted aboard the U.S.S. KEARSARGE on 23rd, 24th, and 25th of April, and 

the squadron planes were flown aboard permenantly on 27 April 1946. 



FIGHTING SQ,UADRON OD E:tJNDBED FIFTY-THREE 
c/o Fleet Post Office 

New York. New York 

Subject: Squadron Historical Report, 2 September 1945 throu.gh 
30 June 1946, Submission of. ---

Squadron gear and personnel were moved aboard the U.S.S. KEARSARGE on 

3 May at Norfolk, Vifginia and the ship sailed on 6 May 1946, bound for the 

Guantanamo training area on her, shakedown cruise. Flight operations commenced 

the following morning and since then the squadron has flown a total of 1305.9 

hours and made 641 carrier landings through 30 June 1946. One hundred eight 

six (186) miniture bombs were dropped, 18,837 rounds of .50 calibre ammunition, 

and 587 sub-calibre rockets fired; usuB,lly using a spar towed by the ship as a 

target. A number of mock striked on the ship and its escorts, the destroyers 

WOOD and STICKELL, were flown in coordination with the rest of the Air .Group, 

using part of the fighters as combat air-patrol. 

The squadron has suffered only one major accident during carrier operations; 

taking place when a tail hook was pulled out la.nding and the plane went over the 

side of the ship into the water. The plane sank but the pilot excaped with 

only minor bruiees, having been picked up by the destroyer WOOD. 

Shipboard life has been pleasant, except for a few minor inconveniences 

such as poor laundry service and fresh water hours. Liberty has been plentiful, 

spending most of the weeks ends in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, where pr8.cticB~ly every 

type of recreational facility is available. Along with these weekends we were . 
very fortunate in being granted a one week recreational period in the Panama 

Canal Zone. Du.ring this period four of the squadron planes were based ashore 

at the Naval Air Sta,t ion, Coco Solo and used the Army Air Forces' New France 

Field for landings and take offs. These planes were flown on a valuntary basis 

and 10.8 hours were logged in them by squadron pilots. 
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APPE1IDI CES : 

The Commanding Officer of Fighting Squadron One Hundred Fifty Three, 

Lieut.Comdr. , Wilson G. Wright, USN, was graduated from the U. S. Naval 

Academy and commissioned an Ensign on 1 June 1939. 

In May 1942 he was a pilot in Fighting Squadron Seventy One aboard the 

U.S.S. WASP (CV-7). He participated in the air operations covering the landings 

of the Marines on Gue.d.acanal and subsequent ai r s'l"q)port. He was aboard the 

U.S.S. WASP when that ship was torpedoed by a Japanese submarine on 15 September 

1942. After four hours in the water he was rescued by the destroyer "LAFFEY". 

From November 1942 until March 1943 he was engineering officer of 

Fighting Squadron Twelve (VF-12), flying F4U type aircraft. In March 1943 

he became a training officer for British pilots training at the Naval Air 

Station, San Diego, Calif?rnia in United States carrier landi~technique. 

From April 1943 until March 1944 he was the Executive Officer of Fighting Squadron 

thirty-Three (VF-33) flying FGF aircraft based ashore in the Solomon Islands. 

There he participated in neutralizing the enemy airfield of Kahili and Ballale 

in Bougainville,.covered the Treasury Island and Bougainville landings and 

later operated from the airstrip at Munda and Torokina Point on Bougainville. 

-He participated in the vigorous fighter sweeps and strikes at Rabaul, s~ooting 

down three enemy planes. His total number of missions opposed by anti-aircraft 

fire, enemy fighters, or both, was about thirty. 

In March 1944 he was t,ransfered to the Naval Air Sta.tion Atlantic City, 

New Jersey and. attached to Comma~der Fleet Air, Q.uonset Point a.s an instructor 

in fighter type aircraft. From December 1944 until April 1946 he was attached 
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to the Fleet Air Detachment, at the Naval Air Station, Grosse lIe, Michigan, 

as the Commanding Officer of Bombing Fighting Squadron Ninety-Seven (VBF-97). 

Lieut. Comdr., Wright wears the Air Medal, the Commendation Ribbon, the 

American Defense Medal, the Pacific Theatre'Ribbon with five stars, the 

America.n Theatre Ribbon and the Victory Medal. 
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