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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
Air Foree 

FIGHTING SQUADRON FIFTEEN ABLE 
% Fleet Post Office 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

Frem: Th,e C.lIUIlui.inC Officer. 

1 AJri1 1948. 

Te: The Chief ef Naval o,eratien8. Histerica1 U1it. OP-519B. 

Subject: S~'liatr.n Hiateriaal lt~ert. 1 January 1948 threud1 31 March 
1948. Suemissien ef. 

References: (a) Manual fer Hiaterical Officers. NavAer 00-25~-26. 
(b) Aviatiea Circular Letter Ne. 74-44. 
(c) Aviati'n Circular Letter Nt. 71-46. 

A. CHRONOLOGY: 

1. Date ef Ori~iJa - 1 Jamnary 1948. 

2. Officers in Oemmant: 

(a) CemmaJatin, Officer - Lt. Oemir. Richart E. BrewJa, USN, 

0085346, Heme tewn - Crest en, rewa. 

(b) Executive Officer - Lt. Cemtr. Eu~ene W. Krebsbach, 

USN. 0100287. Heme tewn - Reeter, Nerth Daketa. 

3. Transfers frem ene eemmant te anether - Hen •• 

4. Cha~es in funetien - Nene. 

5. Physical mev.ments - OR 8 March 1948 the s~uatr •• m.v.t all 

available ~laR.S te the Naval Air Statien Meffet Fie1~, Sunny-

vale, Califtrna t. cU.tuct fliCht e,_raU, •• fer three iays. 
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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET 
Air Force 

FIGHTING SQUADRON FIFTEEN ABLE 
% Fleet Post Office 

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 

S~ua'ren Histerieal Repert, 1 January 1948 tkr.~h 31 
March 1948, Submissien ef. 

N.A.lUt!T IVE : 

Fre. 1 January 1948 thr.u~h 31 March 1948 Fi,htin~ S~ua~.n Fifteen 

shere at the U.S, Naval Air Statien, A1ame'a, Ca1ifernia, Durin~ this 

~~rie' the aqua're. eenluctet a~ua~.n trainin« in the F8F-l, Bearcat, 

a tn- airGraft which hu been acquire. by the squunn in Nevember 1947. 

The traini~ syllabus uset was that 1rescribei by CemAirPac .in Air Ferce 

Facific Fleet Traini~ ant Oom:peti titlil Mam.ual. The de •• lilts ef this 

syllabus mest emphasize. turin~ the ~erie' ef this r.,ert were fami1iar-

izati •• , tactics, eamera CUl'Ulery', b.struments, navi~ati.lil, ant fie1_ 

Califernia for a twe week ceurs. of instructien ilil air su~~.rt of greunt 

tr.e:ps. 

The Emcineerin, Department experiencet many hea.aches in the main-

tenance ef the "Bearce.ts·" neteIl.1y because they were a new tne fer the 

.tuaUel1 but a1se bece.use the were near the en. ef their service teurs. 

Availability, hewever, remaine. hi,h en'~h turing this quarter s. that 

1405 tay h.eura ant 15 ni~ht hours were f1ewn. 
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Marek 1948, Submissien ef. ' 
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Oll 8 Marcn 1948 tke s\il.u.alirsn mevei. all availa~l~ ~laRes t. the 

Naval Air Statien Meffet FhU .• SUlU'!;vTale, Califernia. alent; with the 

e£ficers ani men necessary te ce.iuct f1i~ht eyeraiiells fer three iays. 

The YUl)Iese d' this meve was te te8t th.e feasibility ef u8ill~ th.is fieli 

IUS Meff.;t Fieli., all han.is were ~leaset te return te NAS Alameia. 

The tIlly majer acciieRt sustaillei iurimt; the menths ef January, 

February, ani March eccuret on 21 March 1948 when the lanii~ ,ear en 

the aircraft ~iletei by Lt. Cemir. James L. Naftz~er, USN, e$lla~s.i 

ell take-eff. This resulte" in the les8 ef the left wi~ ti~ ani e~ine 

frem the plane ani a bruisei fimt;er fer Lt; Cemir. Naftzcer. 

The squai.ren iii. have .... tra,eiy eccur i.uriE« this quarter. 

Rabuse, Joseph 0., Slc, 3433916, USN, If Kansas City, Misseuri, ~assei 

away 1ll Oak KJil~11 Naval Hespital, Oaklaai, Calif.rnia, en 24 March 1948; 

the victim ef a brain tumer. 

o. jpPENDICES: 

The Cemmamiinc Officer ef Fi~htiJil' S\il.u.airen Fift ••• Able, Lt. Clmar. 

Richart E. Brewm, USN, was e;raiuatei frlm the U.S. Naval Acaiemy ill June 

ef 1940. His first iuty was e1 beari the U.S.S. HONOLULU (CL4S). He 
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was oriere' from this iuty te f1i~ht traini~ in Jamuary 1943. aai was 

iesiCDatei as a Naval Aviator i~ August 1943 at NAB Fensacela, Flori~ • 

. '. 

o,.rati'~1 traininc at Lee Fieli, Green Cove S~ri~~s, Fleriia. Ho w~s 

retaine' at this commaai as an instructor for ni~ht fi~hters ani was later 

erierei to NAS Ver.Beach. Fleriia for further iuty as an instructor. 

Dete,clle" from this iuty in August 1944, Lt. Comir. BroW7il. re,orte .. to 

V1-50 as ilxecutive efficer. VF-50 was a,ttache" t. the U.S.S. COWPENS 

(CVL25) &at iuri~ this tour of iuty he servei as C.mmaniin~ Officer of 

the N.ava1 Air Station at Yekesuka, Japan fer the two week perile. of 

Lt. Comir. Brawn has subsequently servei as Air Offieer on the U.S.S. 

BAIROKO (CVEl15), Air Officer en the U.S.S. FOINT CRUZ (CVE119), Navi-

cater on the U;S.S. BAIROKO (CVEl15), ani in the ferry commani. 

In October 1947 Lt. Oemar. Brewn assumet commant of this squairon. 

Navy Ulli t Cemmeniation. American Defense, ASiatic-Pacific Theatre, Amer-

ieaD. Theatro, Victory Motal, alli Japanese 
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CHRONOLOGY: 

1. 
il)'v':( __ " 

Date of Origin - 1 April 1948. 

Offieers in Command: 

(a) Co:mm~ndlng Officer 

~:t 

I~~~,;. 

1 July,], 94&. 

(;b>.-)';"'I~eH~u:tiv,e· efti ~~U? -. Itt. Comdr. Eugene ~l ' 
,,:$-, 

Kr,s1f>s17~eh,USN; 0100~B'l. Home t.own. - Reeder, 

lIlorth Daketa. 

3. Transf;el?s from one command to another.- On'3 

May 191:8 A. ttaek Carrier Air Group Fifts,en, of whleh 

th+.ssquadron is apart, was tFa.nsf~redfrom Com7 

mander Fleet;A,treraf:p ,-Alameda to COlmIJ,andeI'Fleet. 

Aireraft,;$e,attle alil(il.on 28 June 1948 the ,air grG'f1lp .., ,.- ;... ' '.' ' .. - ' ~,,' ,,' " ' )". ,. 

was - t;rg$.t~~~~ FP~m' C,QJn])1~<i~'r F~eet .A:lreraf't,. $e~tt;).:~~ 
, ;' ',:>~ 

/'<t:' 
j<..-'. ,~"~.-: :~'f~~>~~'~'.";'>'::'i\' ,j~ '. 
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back tq Commander Fleet, Aircraft, Alamec,ia. 

4. Changes in f'u:nction - None. 

5. Physical Movements - On 5 May 1948 the squad-

ron moved all air~raft and' personnel from NAS Ala,­

meda, California to NAS Sand' Point, SE>attle~ Wash~ 

ington <for two months of operations. On 28 June 

1948 the .. squ~dron, aircraft and personnel, retu.rn­

ed to NAS Alameda, California • 

. 6. . Changes in type and nUlllber of aircraft ..; None. 

B. NARRATIVE: 

From'l April 19'48 to 5 May 1948 Fighting Squadron F1f'-

teen Able, a part of 'Attack Carrier Air Group Fifteen, oper-

ated from the U.S. Naval Air Station, Alameda, Calif'ornia .• 

On 5 May1948 the squadron, aireraft and personnel, moved to 

the u.S. Naval ,Air .Station, Sand Point, Seattl'e, Washing-

ton to condu~t flight operations f'or two months. The 

"squadron returned to NAJI Alameda on 28 June 19;1=8. The 
• 

training syllabus .used during this quarter was that pre.­

scribed .f'or~ initial training by ComAirPac in the AirFo~ce 

Pacif'ic Fleet Training; and Competition Manual. The elements 
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Squad1?Qn., Hi'stQrical RepQrt, 1 April 1948 
thrQugh 30 June 1948, SubmissiQn .of. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - .- -
of' this syllabus mQst emphasized were: camera,gunnery, night 

flying,and Grcmnd ContrQlled ApprQach. 2245.6 day hQurs 

and 139.7 night hours were flown during this quarter. 

On 11. May 1~48 Lt(jg) M.D. Milliken, ,USN, experienced 

power failure durillg, take-off in .one of the "Bearcat's tt. 

He crashed at the end .of the runway and esc'ape-d unnarmed 

when theaircraf't burst intQ flames. The aircraft was dam:.-

;:", 
. , a,ged' ~eyQnd" repair.' 

c. A1,Pf'J:5NDICES: 

'The, Comnlt:ind+ng ()f'ficer .of Fighting Squa:dr~'E. Fifteen 
. i, 

Able, Lt. Gomdr;~) Richard E. BrQwn, USN,' was graduated from 

the IJ.t> • Naval A"Cad·emy in· J..-of' 1940,. His first duty 

was en b,:aard the U.8.S. HOi~OLULU (CL48). He was .ordered 

'. frem this duty te fl.ight training in January 1943, and was 

designated a.s ,s. Naval Aviator in August 1943 at NAB Pensa-

cela, Florida. 

Upenco:m.pletion or flight t*aining, Lt. Comdr. Brown 
. . 

was sent to Qperati.onal training at Lee Fi~ld, Green Cove 

Springs, Flo,rida. He was ret~ined at -this command ,as an 
~"" ". 
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instrue:to:r in .fighters a:p.d was later ordered to NAS Vero - . .., 

Beach, FloriQ~ fo·rfurther duty- as.' an instructor. 

"' ,;,,~. 

Detached from this duty in August 1944, Lt. Comdr. 

Brownre'p\~ted to v:fi\ ... SO as Executive Officer. VF-50 . was 
. ..: .... :::' . 

a t:·~'~ehed to th~ U.S.S. CnWFENS (CVL25) and during this .. :. 

tour of duty he ·s,erved as Connnandine; Officer of the Naval 

Air-Station at Yokosuka, .Tap.an while it was being com-

missioned~ 

Lt. C'omdr.Brown has subsequently served 'as Air ~fficer 

on the U "S .S. BAIROKO' (dVEl15) ,Air Officer on the U.S.S. 

POINT .CRUg (CVEll.9 )"' Nav~gator on the U.S.S. BAIROKO (CVil1l5), 

and in· the ferry command. .. 
In October ,1947 Lt. Comdr. Brown assumed command of this 

squadron. He holds the following decorations and campaign 

rib'b~ns: Air Medal, Navy Unit Commendation, !:m.erican De-' 

fens~, Asiatic-Pacifi-e Theatre, American Theatre, Victory 

Medal, and Japanese Occupation. 

@.w~ 
:lit .E. BROWN 

Copy to: 
ComFairAla. 
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