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UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET

. Air Force
gﬁ ‘ FIGHTING SQUADRON FIFTEEN ABLE
/| % Fleet Post Office
\) ? SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
1 April 1948,

Frem: The Commaniing Officer.
Te: The Chief of Naval Operatiens, Histerical Umit, OP-519B.
Subject: Squadren Histerical Répert, 1 Jemuary 1948 threugh 31 March

1948, Submissien ef.
References: (2) Manual fer Histerical Officers, NavAer 00-25Q-26.
(v) Aviatiem Circular Letter Ne. 7d-44.
(¢) Aviatien Circular Letter No. 71-46.
A, CHRONOLOGY:
1. Date eof Origin - 1 Jamuary 1948,
2. Officers in Command:
(2) Cemmanrding Officer - Lt. Cemdr. Richardi E. Brewn, USK,
0085346, Heme tewn - Creston, Iewa.
(b) Executive Officer - Lt. Cemir. Eugzene W. Krebsbach;
USN, 0100287. Heme tewn - Reeder, Nerth Daketa.
2. Transfers from one cemmand te sanother - Nene.
4. Changes in functien - Nene.
5. Physical mevements - On 8 March 1948 the squadren meved 211
available mlames te the Navel Air Statien Meffet Field, Sunny-

vale, Califernia te cenduct flight eperatiems fer three days,

6. Changes in type and number of aircraft — Neme.
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B. WARRATIVE:

T Frem 1 January 1948 threugh 31 March 1948 Fighting Squadren Fifteen
Able was an attack carrier based fighting squedren temperarily based s-
skere at the U.S, Naval Air Statien, Alameda, Célifernia. During this
ppfiod the squadren cenducted sguadrern training in the F8F-1, Bearcat,

N a tyese aireraft which hsd been acquired by the aguadren in Nevember 1947,
The treining syllabus used waslthat prescribed by CemAirPac in Air Ferce
Pacific Fleet Trainiag and Cempetition Menual. The elements of this
syllabus mest emphasized during the peried ef this repert were familiar-
izatien, tacties, camera gunnery, instruments, nevigatien, and field
carrier laﬁding wractice. To supplement the flight training mest ef the
pilets were erdered te the Amphibisus Training Cemmand Scheel, San Diege,
Califernia fer & twe week ceurse of'iﬁstruction ir air suppert of greund
treeps,

The Engineering Department ex;oficncei many headaches in the maip-
tenance of the "Bearcets" net enly because they were a new type for the
sguadren but alse becsuse the were near the end of their service teurs.
Availability, hewever, remained high eneugh during this guarter se that

1405 day heurs amd 15 night heurs were flewn.
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On 8 March 1948 the squadrson meved 211 availapip planes e the

" Navel Air Statien Meffet Field, Sumnvrsle, Califernia, aleng with the

efficers and men necessary te cemduct flight eperatiens for three days.
The purpese of this meve was to teat the feasibility ef using this field
2s a base eof eperations. Altheugh beth pilets and men enjeyed the sﬁgy at
HAS Meffet Field, all hands were'yleasei te return te NAS Alameds.

The enly majer accident sustaiﬁei during the menths ef January,
February, and March eccured en 21 March 1948 when the landing gear en
the aireraft piletedé by Lt. Cemdr. James L. Yaftzger, USN, cellapsed
on take-off. This resulted im the 1ese'of the ldft_wing tip and engine
frem the plane and a bruised fimger for Li. Cemdr. Naftzger.

The sguadren did have eme tragedy eccur during this gquarter.

Rabuse, Jeseph 0., Slc, 3433916, USN, ef Kansas City, Misseuri, passed
away in Oak Knell Naval Hespital, Oskland, Celifernia, en 24 March 1948;
the vietim of & brain tamor.

C. APPENDICES-

\

Thp Cemmanding Officer ef Fighting Squadren Fifteem Able, Lt. Cemdr.
Richard E. Brewn, USH, was graduated frem the U.S, Naval Academy in June

of 1940, His first duty wes em beard the U,.S.S, HONOLULU (CL48). He
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was ordered froem this duty te flight training in Jamuary 1943, and was
~ “desigmated as a Naval Aviater i Auvgust 1943 at NAS Penmsacels, Flerida.
Upon cempletion of flight training, Lt. Cemdr. Brewn was sent te
chfitisnal training at lLee Field,.Green Ceve Springs, Flerida. He was
retained 2t this cemmand as apn instructer fer night fightere and was later
erdered te NAS YefiBeach, Flerida f;r further duty a8 an imstructer.
Detached from this duty in August 1944, Lt. Comdr. Brewn reperted te
VF-50 as Bxecutive 6fficer. VF-50 was attached te the ﬁ.S.S. COWPENS
(CVL25) aad iurihg this teur ef duty he served as cogmaniing Officer of‘
the Naval Air Statien at Yekesuks, Jspan fer the twe week perisd of
phyeical eccupatien. |
Lt. Cemdr. Brewn has subsequently served as Air Officer em the U.S.S,
BAIROKO (CVE115), Air Officer em the U.S.S. POINT CRUZ (CVEL19), Navi-
gater en the U:S.S. BAIROKO (CVE1Ll5), and in the ferry cemmand.
In Octeber 1947 Lt. Cemdr. Brown assumed cemmand of this sguedren.
He helds the fellewiang decerations and campaign ribbems: Air Medal,
Nevy Unit Cemmendatien, American Defeﬁse, Asiatic—?acific Theatre, Amer-

icen Theatre, Victery Medal, and Japanese Occupatien.
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References:

L. Date of Origin - 1 April 1948.

: o " E. Brown, USN, 0085346

}w?FIGHTING'SQHADRON FIFTEEN ABLE
1eet P@st Office
1elge Californla

1 Jhly«l@éez

.. -Chief of. Kaval eperatlons, Historical Unit
'QP-SIQB.‘ ,

30 June 1948, Submission of.

(a) Manual f@r Hl-
. 25Q-26.

(b) Aviation Circular Letter No. 74-44.
(e) Aviation Circular Letter No. 71- ~46.

GHRGNOLOGY‘

rical foibers, NavAer 00~

ﬁ 2;: @fficers in Command°

(a) Commanding Officer - Lt. Comdr. Richard

JfﬂKrebsbach tsn 010@287. Home town - Reeder,
North Dakota.

B Transfers from one command to another - 0n’ 3

'May 1948 Attack Carrier Air Group Fifteen, of whidh

this squadron is a part was transfered from Com-

mander Fleet Aircraft Alameda to Connander Fleet

Aircraft Se ttle and on 28 Jane 1948 the alr greup

' as tran

Sguédron Hisﬁ@ﬁ*Tal Report 1 ﬁpril 1948 threa”

Home town - Gr 7@@4;1

s

: cutive foieer - Lt Comdr Eugen@ ﬂm..f
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back to Commander FléetlAircraft, Alameda.
4; Changes in. funetlon - None.

- 5. Physical Movements - On 3 May 1948 the squad--
ron moved all airtraft and personnel from NAS Ala-
meda, California to NAS Sand POint Seattle, Wash-b
ington for two months of operations. On 28 June
1948 the. squadron, aircraft and personnel, return-
ed to NAS Alameda, California.

‘6. .Changes in type and number of aircraft < None.
B. NARRATIVE:

From 1 @pril 1948:to 5 May 1948 Fighting Squadron Fif-
teen Ablé;'é part of Attack Carrier Air Group.Fifteen, oper-
ated from thé U.S. Naval Alr Statién, Alameda, CalifOrnia.'
On 5 May 1948 the squadron,'aircraft and personnel, moved to
the U S. Naval Air Station, Sand Point Seattle, Washing-
ton to conduct flight operations for two months. The '
;squadron retﬁrﬁed to NAY Alameda on 28 Jﬁne 1948. The

L 2

'training syllabus used during this quarter was that pre-

.scribed for initial training by C@mAirPac in the Air Force

Pacific Fleet Training ‘and Competition Manual. The elements’
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-of_this syllébﬁs most gmphasized.were: camera gunnery, night
flying, end Grquﬁd Controlled Approsch. 2245.8 day hours
and 139.7 night hours were fio@n during this quarter.

On 11 Mey 1v48 Lt(jg) M.D. Milliken, USW, experienced
 power failﬁre guring take-off in one of the "Bearcats®,
He{crashed at‘fhe end of the runway and escaped unnarmed
'when_the~aircfaft burst into flames. The aircraft was dam -
"age&lyeyoni?répair.-

0. ‘ | APPENDICES:

‘The_eomménd;ng Offlcer of Fighting Sqﬂa&f@n Fifteen
Able ; Lt. G@mdfxﬁﬁicﬁard E. Brown, USN, wsas graduatedlffbm |
the U.S5. ﬁavél*keademy in»Jﬁﬂ§«0f l940. His first duty
was on beard the U.3.S. HONOLULU (CL48). He was'érdefed
,;%rom this duty to flight training in January 1943, and was
| designated as a Naval Aviator in August 1945 at NAS Pénsa-
eolﬁ; Florida. i ,

| Upon cémp;etion of flight ;taining, Lt. Comdr. Brown
was seﬁt to oberatioﬁal training at Lee Field, Green Cove

Springs, Florida. He was retgined at this commandﬁgs an

R S
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instructer in fighters and was 1ater ordered to NAS Vero

Beach Flori@é for further duty as an instructor.

,,..

Detached from thls duty 1n.August 1944 Lt. Comdr. -

Brown rep"rted to VF-50 as Executive Officer.- VF-50 was

attached tobthe U.3.3. C@WPENS (CVL25) and during this
.tour,of dutyvhe served as CemManding Officer of the Naval.
fAiffStatioh at Yokosuka, Japsn while 1t was belng com- S {f
miésioned;_k | | o
g' - - Lt. Comdr. Brown has subsequently served as Air Officer
. on the ﬁ S S BAIRQKO (CVE115), Alr Offlcer on the U.S.S. .
POINT CRUK (CVE119), Navigator on the U.S.S. BAIROKO (CVEllS), o

and in- the ferry command. - ' | -

In Gctober 1947 Lt. Comdr. Brown assumed command of this

equadron. He holds the follow1ng decorations and campaign

ribbéns : &ir Medal, Navy'Unit Commendation, &merican De~

'fense, Asiatic-Pacific Theatre, American Theatre, Victory ;
| Medal, and Japanese Occupation. . ‘ . _ « ' _i

e . . B S : oo J R.E. BROWN '
Cepy tO‘
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