
GOLDEN DRAGONS HISTORY 

Attack Squadron ONE NINE THO has a ver-J distinguished and colorful history. It evolved from Fighter Bomber Squadron 19 of World War II fame, in which the Presidential Unit Citation was earned aboard USS LEXINGTON (CVA 16) for action in the 30uth West Pacific. The title was later changed to Fighter Squadron 15A following World lvar II. 

Several years later, the Squadron was designated Fighter Squadron ONE NINE THO, under which title it spread death and destruction on the Oom.n:funists during the Korean War. 

The Squadron, during the year 1949, began training in the F8F "Bearcat", whiilie based at NAS Alameda, California. In January 1950, the squadron sailed from Alameda aboard the US'; BOXER (CV-21) 311d upon their roturn in June 1950, received the F4U "Corsair". In November of that yoar, VF-192 was engD.ged in the Hungnam Evacuation, and assisted in filming the motion picture "Flight Surgeon", 

Farly in 1953, while brcsed at NAS l'loffett Field, California the Squadron shifted to their new F9F-5"Panther" jot aircraft. The next cruise was to be one of movie fame for the fighting men of VF-192. The Dragons doparted on the USS ORISlillNY (CVA-34) in September 1953. During this cruise to the Orient, the pilots partic~a~ed in the filming of "Bridges of Toko-ri" and "Hen of the Fighting Lady". 

The year 1956 held a special event in store for Fightor SqUadron 192. On 19 January the mission of the Squadron was changed to includo a special deliv(lI'Y capability in the new 1"91"-6 "Cougar", and on 15 H'lrch 1956, the official designation of the squadren was elevated from Fighter to AttQck Squadron 192. 

Through the next tuo years, At:ack Squadron 192 cycled through North American FJ-4B "Furies" and in July 1959, a complete evolution was accomplished when tho Squadron exchangGd pilots, planes, men and support equipment .a th Attack Squadron 216. Tho "new look" now for VA-192 included the introduction of tho A4D-2 "Skyhawk", mighty midget atomic bombor of the fleet. 

At the return of a five month lVestPac cruise in Mcty 1960, tho new !IV/orld Frunous Golden Dragons" received the new A4J)-2N all-weather "Skyhnwk": In December 1962, the squadron moved from Moffett Field to its present location at NAS Lemoore, Claiforniu. 

"Tho Norld Famous Golden Dragons" returned from their fourth consecutive cruiso aboard the"USS BON HOHME RICHARD (CVA-31) on 21 November 1964, after comploting almost ton months in tho Western PacifiC. Durin,: +'''; '" cl1Uise, tho squadron participated in tho First COilcord Squadron Cruise - a good will tour of the Indian Ocean - and was ccWarded the Armod Ferces Expeditionary Nedal for duty in the South Chin'. Sea. Tho nino month and threG weok cruise is the longest cruise nnde by any. Pacific Fleet carrier during peace time. 



· After a short four month turnaround tho "Vlorld Famous Golden Dragons" 

deployed aboard Bonnie Dick in April for another Orient cruise. On 13 

Jnnuary 1966 a tired and very proud Goldon Dragon Toam returned to their 

families and loved ones. During the cruiso thoy spent eight-tenths of 

their time at sea in support of American foreign policy in Southe2.st Asia. 

The Dragon Team compiled over 5783 flight hours, flying over 2800 combat 

missions and delivering over 5,000,000 pounds of ordnance on enemy troops, 

facilities and instalbtions. 

In June of 1966 tho Golden Dragons received their first A4E "Skyhawks", 

a newor, more powerful ilSkyhawk" with the ability to carry a greater bomb 

load. 

After a nine month turnaround, "The World Famous Golden Dragons" onco 

ngain propnrod to deploy to ~IESTPAC in Bctober 1966. The we ok of their 

departure, Captnin SANGER of COHFAIRALAMEDA presented Attack Squadron ONE 

NINE TIm the Chief of Nnval Operations Aviation Safoty Award for tm fiscal 

year 1966. Throe clays L.1. ter on October 15 the Golden Dmgons doployod for 

WESTPAC as part of Air Group NINErE&'IJ on board the USS TICONDEH.oGA (CVA-14). 

Logging sone 5483 flight hours, 2624combcil sorties, 3029 arrested 

landings, in tho support of our countrios policies in South East. Asia, the 

Dragons particip<'lted in tho first major strikes on Hunoi and Huiphong, 

North Viotnam. While on crtlise, on 18 March 1967, Attack Squadron ONE NINE 

TI,O was officially notified that they woro the recipionts of tho coveted 

Battlo Efficioncy Award (liE") for 1966. On 29 May 1967 tho DrClgons roturned 

to their fnmil!l.es and lOVGd oneS at NAS, Lelllooro. 

On 6 July 1967 the Golden Dmgons took deli vory on their first A4F 

"Skyoowks", becoming the first operational fleet squctdron to fly the new 

"Slcyhawks". In Decembor they deployed aboard the USS TICONDEHDGA (CVA-14), 

dropping more ordnance and flying lllore comb2.t sortios thnn any other A4 

squadron. The Dragons returned to NAS, Lemoore in August of 1968. Upon 

their return they received their third consecutive Chief of Nilval Operations 

Safety Award (Fiscal yoar 1968). 

Attilck Squadron ONE NINE TI.JO is justifiably proud of the Golden Dragon 

Team and tho vital part thoy play and havo pbyod in thoir country' s nc,tional 

.dofonse and the cctuse of freedom. 


